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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 66 pages. OCLC
Number: 45247425 Excerpt: . . . B-283107 The Rail Passenger Service Act of 1970 created Amtrak to provide
intercity Background passenger rail service. Like all major national intercity passenger railroads in the world,
Amtrak has received substantial government support, including federal capital funds. However, the Amtrak
Reform and Accountability Act of 1997 ( Amtrak Reform Act ) prohibited Amtrak from using federal funds for
operating expenses, except for an amount equal to 5 excess Railroad Retirement Tax Act payments, after 2002.
To help accomplish this goal, the Amtrak Reform Act provided Amtrak with flexibility to address certain costs. It
eliminated a statutory ban on contracting out work that would result in employee layoffs ( except food and
beverage service that could already be contracted out ) and made contracting out work a part of the collective
bargaining process. It also abolished labor protection arrangements that provided up to 6 years of
compensation for employees who lost their jobs because of the discontinuance of intercity passenger rail
service on a route or certain other actions. The Amtrak Reform Act required negotiations with the unions over
the new arrangements. Amtrak also developed a series of business plans to help it achieve its financial goals. By
following these plans, Amtrak has attempted to increase revenues and control costs by 6 such actions as
reorganizing itself into strategic business units. The implementation of high-speed rail service on the Northeast
Corridor and the expansion of Amtraks express service business are the cornerstones of Amtraks plans to
eliminate federal operating subsidies by the end of 2002. The Northeast Corridor high-speed rail program
includes the electrification of the track between New Haven, Connecticut, and Boston, Massachusetts, and
improvements to reduce trip times...
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