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THE FLUTE AND THE LOTUS: ROMANTIC MOMENTS IN INDIAN
POETRY AND PAINTING

Mapin Publishing Pvt. Ltd., 2002. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. First edition. 23 x 29 cm. This is a book about
romantic moments, heart throbbing moments, soul stirring moments, enchanted moments that have inspired
our poets and have been celebrated by our artists, patronised by the raja and indulged in by the praja,
moments that have enlivened courts and enriched havelis, moments alive with passion and radiant with
emotion, sensual moments that were born with the first glance and grew with the first touch, nurtured by the
first embrace, moments of amorous pleasure and equally of heart rending pathos. Such romantic moments
are a very special part of love between a man and woman. The author traces the development of romantic
poetry in the Indian tradition starting with ancient poetry in Prakrit from the court of Hala of the 4 century,
through the Tamil Aham poetry, to Kalidasa`s creations in classical Sanskrit, the tenth canto of the Bhagavata
Purana, Jayadeva`s Gita Govinda, the poetry of Bihari, Keshavdas and Bhanudatta of the ritikal period in the
bhashas, Sufi romantic poetry, and finally the poetry of the seasons and ragas. A chronological journey of
romantic paintings will take us from early western Indian painting of the 15 century, onto the paintings of the
Sultanate period, followed by the Mughal and the Deccan kalam and then on to the Rajasthani and Pahari
paintings and finally a glimpse of the 19 century Madhubani and Kalighat movements. The book will present
romantic paintings, thematically arranged and by-passing chronology. While the strength of romantic
paintings are the line and colour that create a luxurious vocabulary of artistic idioms and metaphors its source
is the rich store house of poetry. Indian painters and patrons in their creations have shown that they are never
far from the abundant images...
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