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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .power, the motors displacing all other agencies and being run from a
central power house. A long list could be given of the establishments thus fitted up during the last twelve
months. Another form of the use of electric current in large bulk, during 1895, has been its application to the
arts of metallurgy and chemistry. Aside from the work in aluminium and carborundum at Niagara Falls, --
which was already familiar on a smaller scale, --we see the production of calcium carbide in large quantities by
means of electric current turned loose on a mixture of lime and coke. When water is brought into contact with
the calcium carbide, we get the new acetylene gas which has such a brilliant flame and such an abominable
odour, and with which, it is said, the whole business of gas making is to be revolutionised. This material is
reported also to open up, for easy production, a long range of other good things in chemistry, and steps were
taken last year to manufacture it in large quantities. In electro-metallurgy, further interesting developments
were seen in the art of welding, and Mr. G. D. Burton came forward with a very plausible story about the
reduction by electricity of precious ores combined with a liquid solution, so that the metals in the ore separate
and run according to the different degrees of heat required, the metals being found at the bottom of the tank in
shot globules. From this newer ground,...
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