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John Mason of Norwich Connecticut It is noticeable, the great change of view that has taken place of late years
with the development of the inner and truer history of the New England colonial life. Wealth and leisure have
brought to men of culture and travel, and intelligent interest in such things, the means to procure and bring to
this country records and manuscripts that confute the ultra-logical conclusions which have had credence. The
old New England historical societies are growing rich in these accessions, as well as in the discovery and
restoring of ancient records long buried here at home, that help dispel the mistaken fancies and the prejudices
of the past. Whatever may have taken place later, the Puritanism of the first forty years of the seventeenth
century was not tainted with degrading or ungraceful associations of any sort. The rank, the wealth, the
chivalry, the genius, the learning, the accomplishments, the social refinements and elegance of the time, were
largely represented in its ranks. The Earls of Leicester, Bedford, Huntington, and Warwick, Sir Nicholas Bacon,
his greater son, Walsingham, Burleigh, Mildmay, Sadler, Knollys, were specimens of a host of eminent men
more or less friendly to, or tolerant of it. The Parliamentary general, Devereaux, Earl of Essex, was formed with
every grace of person, mind and culture, to be the ornament of a splendid court, the model knight; and the
position of Manchester, Warwick, Fairfax, and men of their class, was by birthright in the most polished circle of
English society. The statesmen of the first period of that Parliament which by and...
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