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indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: .article of their toilet. CARVINGS. Some of the blacks are expert carvers in
wood as is shown in the images made of cedar, and which are afterwards gaily painted to serve for saints, c
Many of these are cleverly executed, but the drapery is formal and the figures conventional. The calabashes
and the cocoa nut shells are also prettily carved by the coast negroes in arabesque patterns; occasionally
monsters are introduced into the embellishment when the carver has wished to show his skill in fish, bird, beast,
and man--like representations. Some of the smaller calabashes are prettily painted in slight patterns and highly
varnished. COCOA NUTS. Some of the cocoa nut groves are extremely beautiful, many of the trees rise fifty feet
and even higher. The grey stems beautifully crowned with feathered leaves, underneath which hang large
bunches of the greenish brown fruit, which, when full-grown and nearly ripe looks as if the slightest breath of
wind would cause the nuts to fall, yet the tress bend and bow to the strong breeze most surprizingly. The
younger trees or those stunted in their growth look at a distance like a kind of brushwood in comparison with
their gigantic compeers. Occasionally the dead trunks of some of the trees bereft of their coronals stand like
broken columns and add greatly to the effect. | am told by a black that in his country in Africa they have a
superstition, that young people who plant cocoa nut trees...
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