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Simon & Schuster, 2015. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. A new book by Barry Prizant is a major event for the
the autism community?and this is it. Coming in August. Pre-orders are being taken at a special pre-publication
price! Essential reading for any parent, teacher, therapist, or caregiver of a person with autism: a
groundbreaking book on autism, by one of the world?s leading experts, who portrays autism not as a tragic
disability, but as a unique way of being human. Autism is usually portrayed as a checklist of deficits, including
difficulties interacting socially, problems in communicating, sensory challenges, and repetitive behavior
patterns. This perspective leads to therapies focused on ridding individuals of ?autistic? symptoms. Now Dr.
Barry M. Prizant, an internationally renowned autism expert, offers a new and compelling paradigm: the way
to help a person with autism change for the better, he argues, is to change ourselves?our attitudes and our
behavior. In Uniquely Human, Dr. Prizant suggests a major shift in understanding autism: Instead of classifying
?autistic? behaviors as signs of pathology, he sees them as part of a range of strategies to cope with a world
that feels chaotic and overwhelming. Rather than curb these behaviors, it?s better to enhance abilities, build on
strengths, and offer supports that will naturally lead to more desirable behavior and a better quality of life. In
fact, argues Dr. Prizant, attempts to eliminate ?autistic? behaviors may actually interfere with important
developmental processes. While it never discounts the difficulties of living with autism, Uniquely Human offers
inspiring stories, and practical advice drawn from Dr. Prizant?s four-decade career working in universities,
schools, hospitals, and in private practice. It conveys a deep respect for people with autism and the qualities
that make them special. Filled with humanity and wisdom, Uniquely Human offers a compassionate and...
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